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now and again tho
Is stirred by the
of some, atrocity. For

a time everybody Is talking
about It the newspapers devote col-
umns to' details, much speculation pre-
vails concerning possible motive and
suggestions ure rife tlmt the crime must
be the product of an Insane or feeble
mind. Boon, however, a new momen-
tous event possibly another crime
holds the attention, and after a while
tho first Is overshadowed and finally Is
forgotten. In such wise does the his-
tory of crlmo repeat Itself.

The ability to forget Is a valuable
mental asset, and wo would be In a
orry state of contusion wero wo unable

to suppress and adjust dlfagrecablo
thoughts and experiences. In fact this
power or function Is a distinct funda- -

mental of human makeup, and when-
ever tho mind can no longer adapt
Itself successfully to the ever changing
environment which presents itself
that of the outside world plus that of
Its Inner self a mental malady of one
typo or another will result. The mind
strives to be content, and this In ac
complished by tho various faculties
functioning In accord. An unpleasant
recollection tends to disturb this ac-
cord, and so it Is pushed out of the
mind In other words, suppressed. How-
ever, not everything that Is suppressed
Is disposed of permanently for the ulti-
mate good of the organism. The mind
Is relieved temporarily, to be sure, but
frequently the Usui that has been re-

moved, through the very neglect ac-

corded It by suppression grows in
magnitude and force and later develops
Into n symptom of disease.

The body politic Is much like a single,
huge mind, and for confirmation one
needs but observe mob psychology,
where hundreds of Individuals will act
as one man. We aro shocked, wo talk
and we forget, only to repeat the per-
formance another and still other times.
Recently It has been tho gunmen that
have held the public attention, and
Although the Incident was closed but
two weeks ago we seldom hear It men-
tioned now. As soon as a certain trial,
pending nt present, Is brought Into
court Interest will again be revived
and so It goes on.

This brings mo to the point I wish
to make, namely, that by merely at-
tending with hectic emotionalism to
tho many crimes committed for the
time being only, then promptly for-
getting them, we are nourishing a can-
cer which has already reacted upon us
and which, like a boomerang, will react
In the future with even more telling

minded work.

force. Individuals are taught to profit
by their Why then does
not this great city and Htute do like-
wise?

Medicine Is evolving a new
principle, community treatment luytcud
of Isolated Individual attention, and no
longer are we. content to wait until dls-aui- o

knocks at thu door beforo attack-I- n

u, but we deliberately take precau-
tion that It never shall aiipeur, Pre-
vention; huwever, must develop

for wn cannot guard against
linylhlng the existence of which we urw

noraut of, but whut we can do Is to
Nit by eNperlencn and scent danger'' when bm comiHirutlvrly few

provinces, w. uiiik iiubu,

-

ran and should prepare against the
of crime.

It Is only n few years ago that the
Idea of suspecting criminals ns being
of defective mentality was
quite fantastic. Ilut thanks to sober
consideration and scientific

It has an established fact
that much If not nil of the criminality
about us Is due to nervous Instability,
Insanity nnd The
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next tep, sines we have Into
what confronts us and,
need no longer fear. Is to take advan-
tage of what we know to our-
selves.

A start was made In this
rectlon ubout two years ago, when, duo
to tudcfutiguhlo efforts of Mux
O, Hchlapp, I ho "clearing
house" mental defectives es-
tablished at tha New York

and School under
tho auspices of tho Department of Pub-ll- o

Charities und the
of Drummond. In that short
time over 4,000 new cases havn been

and over 147 have
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GUARDING AGAINST CRIME BY
GRADING MENTAL DEFECTIVES

EVKRY City's "Clearing House," Established
at Post Graduate Hospital, Has
Examined More Than 4,000 Cases in
Two Years Different Tests Employed
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Tho clinic open dally from 9 A.
M. to 1 P. M. linen patient Is first ex-

amined a trained who
uses the Hlnet-Slmo- n scalo of

which will bo referred to Inter,
and after that tho patient Is turned
over to one of the doctors, who takes u
complete history from tho mother und
other relative, following this a
thorough physical, neurological and
mental examination. Should the Infor- -
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matlon concerning the patient Innc-curat- e,

contradictory or otherwise unre-
liable letters urn written to the Insu-
lation or school which he attends or
In which he may have been, and In
each caw a graduate nurse Is sent to
thn homo who makes a complete and
Independent nqiort of the
which she finds. A diagnosis or Judg-
ment is never given haphazardly or
carelessly und If necessary ex-

aminations are made anil the patient In
kept under observation for considerable
periods. Whenever the case la sent by
the Chlldlcn'M Court, publlu schools,
charitable, organizations, or whatever,
a report Is sent to tlmt agency and
further correspondence and cooperation

are nsked for nnd welcomed. The com
pleto history, Including tho mental tests
and notes on subsequent visits, Is type-
written nnd kept on flic.

l'hn history is taken In great detail
and begins with tho "chief complaint"
or tho reason why the case Is sent to the
Clearing llnuso nnd who accompanies to
give tho facts. Then tho "family his-
tory" 1 taken nnd this embraces that of
tho patient's parents, that of the pater-
nal and maternal grandparents, with
special referenco to any history of In-
sanity, nervous diseases, epilepsy, neu-
ropathic taint, tuberculosis, alcoholism
or criminality, likewise an Inquiry Into
tho brightness nnd normality of tho pa-

tient's cousins. A complete list of tho
brothers nnd sisters follows, how old
they are, what they work nt, what their
earning cupacltiea are, or which schools
they attend nnd what grades they ore
In. Then comes tho "perspnal history"
and among the questions nsked are the
following: Conditions nttendlng birth,
age at which walked and talked, defect
symptoms during Infancy, discuses of
childhood, convulsion", ape on entering
school, (durability, traclublllty, emo-
tional tone, .peculiarities of behavior, as-

sociation with other children, wayward-
ness, vices, sleep, appetite, complaints,
&c. Following, tlin pntleut Is often
Interviewed privately, other menial
tests nnd n complete physical exam-
ination nre mude and then the diagnosis
and prognosis formulated with advice oji
to treatment, supervision, c.

Many cases are trented from the clinic
for Indefinite periods, others are sent to
the New York city children's hospitals
and school on Itandall's Island, where
there nre 2,500 patients, or to up-Sta- le

Institutions. Among the latter arc tho
Newark State Custodial Asylum for
Heebie Minded Women, where the moral
and mental defectives remain during the
child bearing period of their lives: that
at Syracuse for the teachable ca.se: that
nt Rome for 'the unteachable. the Craig
coony for eplleptica at Sonyeu and
Letehworth Village, near Haverstraw.
Hesldes these institutions patients are
also Fcnt to other smaller homes which
are tnipported by churltublo contribu-
tion.

The ninet-Slmo- n test consists of a
series of four or live questions listed
under the ngei 3 to 12. Hor example,
a normal child should be
ublo to tell whether it Is morning or
afternoon; to define a fork. taM chair
nnd horse, to put n bunch of keys on a
designated chair, shut a designated door
and lastly bring a designated box to the
examiner: to Indicate his rluht hand
and point to his Irft ear, and to choose

Types feeble From left to right: A normal child, Cretin aged 42, imbecile aged 32, a
a Cretin, a idiot, and a
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the prettier between threo pretty and
three ugly picture faces that are shown.
A child of 7 should be abb? to cnimt
thirteen pennies; describe a wrles of
pictures, such as a man driving a
sprinkling cart, Ac; reallzo that cer-
ium pictures shown luck eyes, nose,
mouth and arms; to copy a diamond,
and recognize tho colors red, blue, green
and yellow. A normal child of S should
be ublo to answer all tho iiucstloun
under the ages H, 4, ii, tf, 7 anil s, lmt
none under 9. As a rulu a child, my
of 8, will not answer all of the ques-
tions under H, but will a few under 9.
In the.se cases each correct unswer
under 9 will counterbalance a similar
failure under 8, and fo tho mental age
can readily be calculated, Hy dividing
the mental age by the actual ogo a

mental coefficient can 1 ascer-
tained. Accordingly u
child whosu mental ngo measures flvo
years will then have a mental coclll-cle- nt

of s.

It seems simple enough to do a
ninet test, but us a matter of fact, how
tho child answers Is as Important as
what he answers, and It reiiiires a per-
son skilled In psychology and pedagogy
to perform the test properly and to
Interpret It correctly. The Hlnet scale
may or may not be adi iiuate us an aid
In Interpreting an adult's mentality,
and If not, Ziehen's Intelligence test
or the various form board and piuzlo
tests may be employed, often one of
the most dllllcult (asks Is to distinguish
between defectiveness and Ignorance.

The clearing house ,1s under the di-

rection of Dr, Max (J, Schlapp.-'wh- o for
many years has made a special study of
feeblemindedness and other abnormal
mental stales, and associated with him
In the work of examining, recording
and advising tho large numbers that
dally seek admission to the clinic aro
Drs. Klorl.el de I,, Myers. (1. Hidden
(lore, Prederlck W. .Steclunan, Richard
II. Hoffman, Helen Monlngue, Herbert
( de V. Cornwall and the writer. Tho
psychologists are Mrs, Harry I..

and Mlsi Hinckley.
Duo might say without exaggeration

that every feeble minded person Is a
potential criminal, and when one slops
to consider that menial dcllcjeucy va-rl-

from the slightest degree of abnor-
mality, which orten almost balTles do.
feci Ion, down t the stunted ilrlvelllio;
Idiot, who practically leads no muni
than a vt'gelutlvo existence, y i

I
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BROOK LYN
CO

Two Remarkably Fine Dressers
At Very Low Prices

illiHS ISlllill j.

$1 1 00 worth $20.00 $g.00 worth $15.00
Solid Quartered Oak, Highly Solid Oalc Fine Finish. Oval
Polished Large-Beve- l Plate Glass, , Bevel PJate.Good Sized Dresser,
Roomy Dresser, size 21x42. size 20x36.

These dressers are guaranteed construction. Will give
you every satisfaction and, considering their good
quality, the prices quoted are very low indeed.

Our Upholstery and Shade Departments
are ready to estimate on anything required in
their line.

Accounts Opened and Terms to Suit

Fulton St. &h DeKalb Ave.

luppreelate the problem that confronts
the Investigator. Tho most dangerous
are the morons or high grade
feebleminded, nnd especially so when
associated with their defectiveness
there Is also moral obliquity present.
Tho.--e In whom tho moral sense Is de-
ficient frequently measure up normally
according ti tho Bluet scale.

The Itoyat College of J'hyslclane of
London suggested the following defini
tion of moral defectiveness, and this
definition una later adopted by the
Itoyal Commission on the Heebie-minde- d

as a basts of classification In
lis Inquiries. According to it. a moral

I Imbecile N h person who dlsploys from
' an early age, and In spite of careful up-
bringing, strong vicious or criminal

I
I r ipcm ltles, on whom punishment has
llttl" or no determent effect." und al- -.

though this definition does not mention
sexual depnivltys It Is ordinarily In-

cluded under this heading.
Although It Is true that the morality

of various people differ and that much
of It Is an artificial standardization,
created because It l believed that under
this paitlcular standard people can live
most amicably and happl.j, these

moral defectives do lack .1 cer-
tain moral .f rise which they should Inivo
acqiiirtd from their heredity and bring-
ing up. They fall to appreciate obliga-
tions either to Individuals or to society
as a whole and tho effect of training,
example or punishment upon them Is
practically nil. They may possess no
Intellectual defect and may even realize
the criminal nature of their acts, yet the
elfish pleasure to be gained from their

Immorality or crlrno completely out- -

IIKOOKXYK

welglw the possibilities of detection and
therefore they do not hesitate to take
the risk. Some of tem are oven Intel-
ligent above the average and many dis-
play remnrkablo cleverness and cun-- ,
nlng. They aro decidedly lacking In

I balance and self-contr- ol and their emo-
tional reactions aro frequently Inade-
quate and unttnble.

Another typo that Is mt with la a
variety of neurotic Individual who ts
subject to Irritability, and who on the
lightest provocation becomes so en- -

raged that he will commit a criminal
I act possibly beforo ho Is aware of It.
t Mtlll another condition, known a psychic
epilepsy, may at times render Its vlcttm
a hopeleys und helpless slave to all kinds
of morbid nnitnal Impulses. In this
state th patient may commit a crlmo,
although afterward h dws not remem-
ber what has occurred.

Theeo are but a few of the kinds of
j abnormal .mentality that are found, and

leavo entirely out of consideration the
drug habitue, t!ie alcoholics and the In-

sane. The clearing house has nude a
most promising start, but the vork has
only begun. It deserves th support and
cooperation of every thinking Individual
In the community, not to mention the
city and th State. Wo cannot begin
too soon to guard ountdves against a
common dnnger, nnd by so doing wo also
guard theso poor unfortunates ugalnst
themselves.

For the benefit of the Oaring House
for Mental Defective) there will bo a
Folrce .dansantn at the Vandcrbllt Ho-- ,
tel. Delia Kobblu. room, on May 2.
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Specials
New

This Is n good tlmo In .select a
nice new or used upright plnno.
Wo nre offering several hlg bar-
gains come curly.

See Our New Special
PLAYER SOryS
PIANO t O
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Used Uprights Bargains
On Sale Monday, April 27th
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$80 James & Co.
115 Carlton
125 Livingston
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Piano
Moving

Our Moving Dept., that hn- -

handled this vrorlt for over ro
VKAKS. will move your piano,

expert service, lit reasonable
prices'. City or country nutu
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The arransements arc under the mix-plc- es

of tho league, of which
Mrs. Nathaniel Alexander Is president;
Miss I'earl H. Ton, secretary; Na-

thaniel Alexander, treasurer, and .1.

Melr, chairman of tho board of dlreo-toi'- 9.

Other members are Mrs. Irving
W. TtatnlxTger, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur
I.lsauer, Miss Tthoda Uondy and MI'S
Selma Maynard.

Miss Ilroughton. Mr. nt;.geruld and
other professionals have consented to
sflvo Interpretations of the modern
dance. There will also tw nrlws for t'm
amateurs who demonstrato tho trreatest
skill.

th patrons nr.d pstron'ses
are Mayor and Mrs. Mlt- hel, District
Attorney and Mrs. Whitman, Mr. and
Mrs. M. Marks, Otto T IUnnard,
Mr. und Mrs. Herman Kidder, Mrr.

Ilarrlman, Mrs. t'.irollne Ales
under, Mrs. Frances Davidson, Went
W. Herbert. Albert Uldley, Dr. Urn s
Haupt, Prof. Thorndlke, Mr. and Mr
Vincent Iotver, Mr. and Mrs. Ueorei
Poblman. Mr. and Mrs. Herman Hanr,
Corl Schoetzer, Hdward Henneche anil
Oeorgo Naumlerg.

WAR FEATURES
YOU have heard of the command "Clear decks for action I" but never

an actual photograph of the scene on board of one of Uncle Sam's
dreadnoughts when that command is given. A remarkable full page

photograph, taken while the tars were carrying out the order, shows you
exactly how work is accomplished. It is the first time such a photo-
graph ever appeared in print and is well worth saving.

VERA CRUZ added new laurels to the bright battle records of Uncle
splendid sea soldiers. These fighting marines, whose courage and

steadiness takes them where the bullets are thickest, are probably the
best trained body of fighters in the world and have accomplished wonders
for this country. Read of their work and their heroes next Sunday.

COALING a battleship at sea is dirty and hard work and the one task
dislikes, for he labors in a continual cloud of soft coal dust. The

ship's band furnishes lively strains to cheer him during the distasteful
but necessary work. A remarkable photograph next Sunday shows the scene
on deck of one of our dreadnoughts while she was being coaled at sea recently.

HAVE you any idea of the country through which our army must fight
way to Mexico city ? If not, a large sized photograph next Sunday

gives you a concrete idea of the topography of the land lying between
Vera Cruz and the Mexican capital.
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